
PATHWAYS TO SUSTAINABILITY CAREERS 
1:45 to 3:45 PM  

January 23 
Performance Hall at the Ohio Union 

 

1 
 

  

CORPORATE 
 
Melissa is Sr. Sustainability Coordinator at American Electric Power, where she has 
more than 10 years of experience. She is co-author and project manager of AEP’s 
Corporate Accountability Report, a combination of AEP’s annual report to shareholders 
and sustainability report. In addition to the report, Melissa’s role focuses on setting, 
implementing and tracking new corporate sustainability goals that are aligned with 
AEP’s corporate strategy and business initiatives. She is also responsible for 
responding to several investor-focused sustainability surveys to help manage risk and 
build trust through transparency. She is co-founder of AEP’s Enterprise Sustainability 
Council, which builds strategic internal partnerships to support the company’s 
sustainability efforts and business strategy and goals. Currently, she is working on 
developing a sustainability strategy focused on collaborating and supporting internal 
business units to help embed sustainability and good engagement practices throughout 
the organization. Melissa holds her undergraduate degree from The Ohio State 
University in Strategic Communications and is a graduate of Leadership Columbus’ 
Class of 2017. She also sits on Leadership Columbus’ Board of Trustees and actively 
volunteers at her daughter’s elementary school, the Van Buren Community Shelter and 
the Chapel Hill House. She resides in Gahanna, OH with her husband Zack; three 
daughters, Ava (13), Veda (8) and Lola (4); and English black lab, Otis.  
 

 

 
DHL Supply Chain is the Americas’ leader in contract logistics and part of Deutsche 
Post DHL Group. Emily Davis is the Supply Chain division’s North American lead for the 
GoGreen program, the Group’s award winning environmental protection program.  She 
is responsible for optimizing fleet and subcontractors, improving the energy efficiency of 
facilities, carbon accounting, introducing innovative technologies into operations, 
mobilizing associates, liaising with U.S. agencies and partners, and developing green 
logistics solutions for customers. Formerly, she worked for International Paper 
Company’s Office of Sustainability and their Sustainable Forestry & Forest Policy team 
where she performed paper and packaging life cycle assessments, delivered on 
corporate product stewardship goals, managed their forest conservation easement and 
sale strategy, and supported habitat mapping and documentation for forestland 
certification. Prior to her work at International Paper, Emily was a medical technologist 
at hospitals in Denver, Chicago and Nashville, Tenn. She holds an MBA from Vanderbilt 
University and undergraduate degrees in biological sciences and art history from the 
University of Notre Dame. She is also the West Tennessee Director of the Tennessee 
Cave Survey and the Vice President of the Board of Urban Green Lab, Inc. 

 
 
 
As Senior Vice President and Director of Energy & Sustainability at Huntington Bank, 
Rebecca Karason oversees energy and sustainability across an eight-state footprint. 
Environmental and social stewardship are critical elements in the business decisions 
that Huntington makes on a daily basis. The bank strives to do the right thing for our 
people and for the planet.  An energy expert with over a decade of energy efficiency 
experience, Rebecca has a diverse background in sales, account management and 
program outreach. Prior to joining Huntington, she served in various capacities at 
American Electric Power including program manager for the Business Incentive 
Program. Throughout her career, Rebecca has worked with customers and contractors 
across the state of Ohio helping them develop and implement energy efficiency projects 
for their facilities. Committed to connecting colleagues to sustainability, Rebecca 
created the first-ever Huntington Green Team, a cross functional group of colleagues 
that generates, exchanges and evaluates ideas to increase Huntington’s environmental 
performance and to lower its carbon footprint. 
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Amy McCormick serves as Corporate Affairs Manager for The Kroger Co., Columbus 
Division. In this role she oversees all external stakeholder engagement activities for the 
division’s footprint, which covers 119 stores in 39 counties across Central, Northwest 
and Southeast Ohio, as well as Southeast Michigan and the panhandle of West Virginia. 
She is responsible for government relations, managing crisis communications, 
sustainability initiatives and overseeing the division’s community foundation budget. 
McCormick started her career with Kroger in 1990 as a bagger and has held leadership 
positions in store management, marketing and human resources.  McCormick received 
her Bachelor’s Degree from Ohio University. She resides in Fairfield County with her 
husband and two children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nolan Rutschilling Is the new Energy & Sustainability Program director at the Ohio 
Hospital Association. He has experience working with government agencies, private 
businesses and nonprofits to reduce energy costs and achieve sustainability goals 
through energy efficiency, alternative technologies and carbon footprint analysis.   
Nolan previously worked for an Ohio nonprofit focused around transportation energy, 
supporting fleets and industry members looking to reduce fuel usage. He played a large 
role in developing the City of Columbus Smart City application, which brought in over 
$10 million to reduce the environmental impact of the transportation sector in Columbus 
by using electric vehicles and other innovative technologies. Nolan also has experience 
in carbon footprint analysis, energy audits and zero waste programs.   He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in environmental policy and decision making from Ohio State 
University. Nolan is excited to continue to grow and strengthen OHA’s Energy Program, 
and looks forward to working with all member hospitals to support their energy and 
environmental goals.  
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NONPROFIT 
 
 
For the past 21 years, Noreen’s mission has been to help people find solutions to both 
individual and community-wide food problems.  Noreen has carried out her mission 
through directing the Greater Columbus Foodshed Project, co-founding Local Matters, 
helping lead the Franklin County Local Foods Council and Franklin County Regional 
Food Council, serving on the Governor's Ohio Food Policy Council, working on national 
food and farming policy efforts, and being one of two representatives founding the Ohio 
Farm to School Network.  Additionally, Noreen sat on the Columbus Franklin County 
Local Food Action Plan Leadership Team for two years, creating the Columbus Franklin 
County Local Food Action Plan. Currently, she is working on advocacy issues related to 
nutrition education and food access.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brandi has been with the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Council (MORPC) for over eight 
years, with 20 years of professional experience working in environmental sustainability 
programs. Currently, she serves as Interim Director, Energy & Air Quality Department. 
Her department delivers a variety of programs and services impacting central Ohio 
communities through no-cost home repair and weatherization programs, energy 
planning, and air quality forecasting and outreach programs. She serves on the 
Sustainable Columbus Committee to guide and advance the City’s sustainability plans 
for a healthy and prosperous community. She received her bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Policy & Analysis from Bowling Green State University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angela Burke (Angie) is Conservation and Volunteer Coordinator at The Nature 
Conservancy in Ohio.  Angie manages the volunteer program and youth engagement 
initiatives across Ohio and works directly with conservation staff on GIS analyses, field-
based research, land management, and restoration projects. Angie joined The Nature 
Conservancy in early 2017 after completing her M.S. degree in Biological Sciences from 
Northern Illinois University. Her graduate research investigated the impacts of 
reintroduced bison and prescribed fire on small mammal populations in a restored 
tallgrass prairie owned by The Nature Conservancy in her home state of Illinois. She 
lives in Columbus with her husband, dog and two cats 
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Chris is the first Law Fellow of the Ohio Environmental Council’s Law Center.  He 
assists the legal and policy teams in their efforts to ensure clean air, clean water, and 
clean energy for Ohio. In addition, Chris assists the General Counsel in his legal 
projects that support the Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) and its members. Prior to 
becoming the Law Fellow at OEC, Chris was a legal intern for the General Counsel from 
May 2016 to April 2017.Chris studied Philosophy and English at the Ohio State 
University and graduated from the Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in May 
2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike joined Ohio State’s Office of Energy & Environment in May 2017.  In this capacity, 
Mike helps coordinate on-campus activities to achieve the university’s seven 
sustainability goals, including managing the Ohio State Sustainability Fund.  Prior to 
joining the university, Mike managed corporate social responsibility and sustainability 
efforts for The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company for six years.  This included establishing 
new external partnerships to help the company accomplish its corporate responsibility 
goals, and working with an internal team to continuously improve the environmental 
footprint of the company’s products and operations.  Before his time at Scotts, Mike 
served as Chief of the Office of External Affairs for the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources.  During his tenure at the Department, Mike negotiated the enactment of 
numerous pieces of legislation, including the state’s ratification of the Great Lakes 
Compact; an historic overhaul of the state’s oil and gas regulatory statutes; and 
measures to protect Lake Erie’s fishery and Ohio’s game animal species.  Before his 
service with the Department of Natural Resources and the Governor’s Office, Mike 
served as the Assistant Director of Government Relations at The Nature Conservancy’s 
Ohio Chapter.  Here, Mike led a variety of initiatives to advance the protection and 
restoration of Ohio’s natural habitat, including the establishment of the Clean Ohio 
Fund, a $400 million state bond initiative to protect natural areas, agricultural open 
space, multi-use trails and restore urban brownfields.  Mike served as a Legislative 
Service Commission Fellow at the Ohio Senate and graduated with a B.A. in sociology 
from Kenyon College.  He and his wife, Gena, are learning about patience from their 
two daughters and newborn son. 
 
 
 
. 
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PUBLIC SECTOR 
 

 

Alana is Assistant Director of Sustainability for the City of Columbus.  She leads the 
Office of Sustainability and oversees the Blueprint Columbus, GreenSpot, and 
Sustainable Columbus programs.  She is responsible for developing and implementing 
the City’s sustainability goals; advising the City on environmental objectives and actions 
related to climate change, energy, and ecological systems; and collaborating with 
environmental stakeholders inside and outside the City.  Prior to her work with for the 
City, Alana worked as an environmental attorney in private practice and at the Ohio 
Attorney General's office focusing her practice on surface water, drinking water, and 
contaminated sites. 

  
 
 
Laura Koprowski serves on the executive leadership team at the Central Ohio Transit 
Authority as vice president of government affairs, marketing and communications. In this 
newly created position at COTA, Laura leads the organization’s government affairs, 
marketing, advocacy, community relations and strategic communications efforts. Laura 
and her team focus on creating a broader presence and stronger brand for COTA in the 
community and cultivating strong working relationships with local governments, elected 
officials, businesses, community organizations and others to advance public 
transportation in Central Ohio. COTA is the regional public transit provider in Central 
Ohio operating in Franklin County and parts of Delaware, Fairfield, Licking and Union 
counties. With a service area of 1.2 million residents, COTA provides nearly 19 million 
passenger trips per year and employs more than 1,100 people. The authority was named 
the Outstanding Public Transportation System among midsize agencies for 2018 by the 
American Public Transportation System. Prior to joining COTA, Laura served as the 
director of public and government affairs at the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
for 11 years. She is the recipient of the 2016 John Bosley Leadership Award from the 
National Association of Regional Councils. Laura earned a master’s in public 
administration at Bowling Green State University and holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
political science from Ohio University. She participates in several community and 
professional groups such as the Columbus Metropolitan Club, Columbus Chamber 
Government Affairs Steering Committee and the Ohio Public Transit Association. Laura 
lives in Grandview Heights, Ohio, with her husband and two sons. 
 
 
 
 
Emily Heppner currently oversees the day-to-day operations at Ohio Department of 
Agriculture Division of Soil and Water Conservation, where she began service in 2015. 
After earning a Bachelor of Science degree in environmental science from the University 
of Toledo in spring 2009, she gained early experience employed with Ohio River Valley 
Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), Midwest Biodiversity Institute, Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, Sanitation District of Northern Kentucky, and Brown 
Soil and Water Conservation District as White Oak Creek Watershed Coordinator. 
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Gary Obermiller is the Northern Ohio Administrator at the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources since 2016, overseeing the divisions of Forestry; Parks and Watercraft; and 
Wildlife, as well as the offices of Communications, General Services, Human Resources, 
Information Technology and Real Estate. Obermiller has served in many roles at ODNR. He 
spent 25 years with Ohio State Parks and Natural Areas and Preserves. After being 
commissioned in 1987, he began his career with ODNR in Natural Areas and Preserves. He 
served as district preserve manager, north region preserve manager, law enforcement 
administrator as well as program administrator managing all field and central support 
operations. Gary also served as the chief of the ODNR Office of Law Enforcement, north 
region administrator for Ohio State Parks, chief of the Division of Watercraft, followed by 
chief of Ohio State Parks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica works within the Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution Prevention 
(OCAPP). Jessica has a unique role within the agency in that her services are free and 
confidential, non-regulatory and not subject to public records, and multimedia in scope. As a 
part of OCAPP, she provides free services and funding opportunities. Jessica serves as the 
contact for small business compliance assistance for the 10 counties in central Ohio. She 
helps answer technical questions for small businesses in plain language so that they can 
understand. She often takes on the role of a free consultant for small businesses who may 
not have the resources to navigate Ohio EPA’s complex rules and regulations. Jessica has 
a dynamic role and also helps review Recycling and Litter Prevention grants, helps 
administer the Encouraging Environmental Excellence program, the Ohio Materials 
Marketplace, and our pollution prevention program. Jessica graduated with a BS in 
Environmental Science and a minor in the EEDS program in May of 2016. 
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